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One of the most empowering aspects of the Christian life is 

understanding our new identity in Christ. We all know that we tend to 

live our lives according to what we believe to be true about ourselves. 

What happens when a child is told that he will never amount to 

anything?  If he begins to believe it, he will live a defeated life or he’ll 

live over the top trying to prove himself. On the other hand, if 

someone believes that he is created in the image of God yet 

understands that every good ability and quality he has is an 

expression of God’s grace, He can live a humble yet confident life.  
 

Well, as believers we can live victorious lives when our beliefs align 

with what is actually true of our new identity in Christ. Many 

believers struggle to live victoriously over sin because they don’t’ 

understand or have forgotten who they are, no longer a prisoner to 

sin but a forgiven saint who has the power of the Spirit to live a God-

pleasing life.  
 

Throughout the book of 1 Corinthians thus far, Paul has been calling 

believers to forsake what they once were to begin living according to 

their new identity in Christ. In chapters 1-3 Paul urged believers to 

stop living as though they were restricted to human wisdom—live as 

a spiritual man who has the Spirit’s understanding. He calls us to live 

up to our new identity as a holy temple and as a steward of 

everything that belongs to God. In chapter 4 Paul reminds us to live 

not as kings arrayed with glory, but as humble servants of Christ.  

In chapters 5-6 Paul corrects the church for not dealing with sin 

among its members because its not fitting for who they are in Christ. 

For example, taking one another to court over civil matters does not 

fit who they are as followers of Christ.  

In a similar fashion today’s passage is a reminder of who we are and 

the difference it should make in how we live our lives. Paul’s message 

in vs. 9-11 is very simply yet empowering:  
 

As believers we must live out our new identity in Christ, having been 

thoroughly cleansed and released from our former life of sin.  

In other words, who we are should determine how we live.  

 

THE COST OF NOT KNOWING CHRIST (vs. 9a) 

“don’t you know…?” 

 

Paul begins in vs 9 by saying, “Or do you not know that they 

unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; 

neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 

homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor 

revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.”  

 

Twice in vs. 9-10 Paul is very clear that some people will not inherit 

the kingdom of God, meaning that because they refuse God’s rule 

now, they will not go to heaven when they die. Paul refers to them as 

the unrighteous, which simply means that they are not living in a right 

relationship with God. That is, their relationship with God has been 

cut off because of their sin and they have not been reconciled or 

made right with God through the sacrifice of Christ.  

 

The Bible is very clear that the only way for a sinner to be reconciled 

to God is through Christ who made the full payment for our sin on the 

cross. That means that we must turn from our life of sin and believe 

in Jesus which means that we both trust in His death-payment as 

covering for our sins and that we follow Him as Lord, yielding to His 

loving authority over our lives.  

 



Then Paul goes on to list a number of worldly lifestyles that are 

characteristic of the unrighteous: fornication,1 idolatry,2 adultery, 

gender-confusion,3 homosexuality, thievery, coveting, drunkenness, 

reviling,4 and fraud. This is not an exhaustive list, but just a sampling 

of the kinds of lifestyles we can expect among those outside of God’s 

kingdom. But note that Paul is writing to believers here, the church. 

His intent is not for us to turn and point out finger at unbelieving 

“sinners” so that we can condemn them as unworthy of the kingdom. 

His point is rather for us to examine our own lives and recognize that 

when we live in sin it defies our true identity as those who have been 

cleansed and set free from sin’s dominion.  

 

� The point is not that believers can’t fall into these sins—we 

can, that’s why Paul writes to warn us.  

� The point is not that a person cannot be forgiven of these 

sins—we have been, that’s why we shouldn’t go back to them.  

� The point is not that the sins listed here are more damnable 

than others—they are just a sampling of what depraved hearts 

do. 

� The point is not that we should use this list to write off certain 

people as irredeemable—God is able to save from any and all 

sin! 

 

So what is the point then? The point is that dabbling in these sinful 

lifestyles is completely unfitting for believers. Don’t you know that 

the unrighteous will not inherit God’s kingdom?! You are a child of 

God, so stop living as those who are bound for God’s judgment!  

Paul is urging believers to abandon/reject their former patterns of sin 

and to fully embrace their new identity in Christ.  

 

 

                                                           
1 Sexual immorality on any kind, especially among the unmarried 
2 Giving one’s loyalty and affections/heart to anything supremely, other than God.  
3 Effeminate has to do with blurring the distinctions between God-given masculine 

and feminine traits and roles (cf. Duet 22:5). 
4 Abusive speech 

THE DANGER OF DECEPTION (vs. 9b-10) 

“don’t be deceived!” 

 

To drive home that Paul’s primary concern is for the church, he uses a 

phrase in vs. 9 to catch our attention: “do not be deceived!” What is 

Paul getting at? How might we get deceived when it comes to such 

obvious sin? The deception is thinking that someone can brazenly live 

an unrighteous life and expect to inherit the kingdom of heaven.  

 

Where does that kind of thinking come from? Let me suggest that this 

kind of thinking comes from a weak or distorted view of the gospel. It 

comes from limiting the gospel to only a message of love and 

forgiveness while overlooking God’s holiness, His wrath that Christ 

rescues us from, and the transforming power of the gospel to make 

us holy and empowered to live pure obedient lives that renounce sin. 

Don’t get caught “believing” a gospel that is nothing more than 

thinking that God is easy-going, as though the cross  merely means 

that God isn’t really that bothered by sin anymore.   

 

Illus: Flavor without substance (fruit) is never good for you.  

(The gospel is meant to turn us away from that which artificially satisfies) 

 

But when someone gets the flavor of the grace without the gospel’s 

full power, they can become deceived into thinking that fornication or 

idolatry is not inconsistent with being an heir of the kingdom. If you 

only think of the good news as grace, love, and therefore tolerance, 

you can become deceived into thinking that blurring the 

distinctiveness and uniqueness masculinity and femininity and 

embracing homosexuality is not inconsistent with being an heir of the 

kingdom of heaven. But we need a gospel that both saves us from sin 

but also saves us to a life of purity that aligns with God’s holiness.  



When we understand the gospel in light of God’s holiness, when we 

understand that we are saved from the judgment of God on our sin, 

when we understand that the purpose of the gospel is to make us 

new creatures who walk in obedience to God with joy and faith, we 

will war against the very sin that seeks to take us captive.  

 

Paul is warning believers to not be deceived into thinking that as heirs 

of the kingdom of God they can return to old patterns of sin. And so 

Paul is unmistakably clear about what God’s view of sin is. There is no 

other way to possibly interpret these sins in vss. 9-10 than as warring 

against the kingdom of God.  

 

THE POWER OF TRANFORMING GRACE (vs. 11a) 

“such were some of you” 

 

As we come to verse 11 we discover one of the most hope-filled 

verses in the Bible: “such were some of you…”! The hope is found in 

the word “were”—that’s what you were, not what you are! After Paul 

has just twice emphasized that those who persist in these sins will not 

inherit the kingdom of God, he now reveals that those who have been 

caught in these sins can be set free. In fact the church is made up of 

those who have been delivered from the bondage of sin—including 

those listed here.  

 

I will never forget years ago sharing the gospel with a man who had 

been ensnared by deep sexual sin. As he heard the gospel he 

desperately wanted forgiveness but he struggled to believe that God 

could forgive the depth of his sin. When we got to this passage and he 

saw that he could have a new identity in Christ, a dam broke and he 

sobbed for what seemed like hours. At first, I wondered if it was a 

foxhole conversion. But I knew it was real when a few weeks later he 

stood before a judge, and defying his lawyer’s advice, pleaded guilty 

to everything he had done. When asked why, he said, “I would rather 

be right with God even if it means spending the rest of my life in 

prison.” His life was transformed. He had a new identity as a child of 

God, forgiven and set free.  

 

This simple phrase, “such were some of you,” has a number of 

powerful implications: 

 

1. Spiritual rebirth fundamentally changes who you are. It gives 

you a new identity. So live out your new identity! Leave your 

sinful habits, guilt and shame behind. Walk in the new life 

Christ has given you.  

2. This means that the church is made up of those who have 

been delivered from the bondage of sin and made whole in 

Christ. Its’ been said that the church is a collection of people so 

broken that they have admitted their need for God’s grace to 

save them.5 

3. Jesus can cleanse you from any and all sin. Those who remain 

in their sin will discover that they cannot enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but those who turn to Christ for rescue will become 

heirs of the kingdom of God.  

4. We should freely share the gospel with all people, regardless 

of their degree of sin. If you know someone caught in sin like 

those mentioned in vss. 9-10, you have an incredible message 

of hope to share with them. What God has done for you, He 

can do for them. 

 

THE REALITY OF OUR NEW IDENTITY (vs. 11b) 

“But you were washed…sanctified….justified” 

                                                           
5 Brian Farone, superintendent for the NCD of the EFCA (Minnesota), 2017 district 

conference.  



 

 But just what has God done for you? In vs. 11 Paul unleashes 3 

powerful statements about what God has done to give you a new 

identity in Christ: [vs. 11] 

 

Here Paul gives us three reasons as to why we should utterly abandon 

our former life of sin never to return:  

 

1. You were washed (11).6 When a person repents (when he turns 

away from his sin) to follow Christ in faith and obedience, the Bible 

says he is born again. And at that moment when the Spirit gives new 

life, he washes you and cleanses you from the filth of your sin. This is 

a cleansing that thoroughly wipes away the shame and condemnation 

of our former life of sin. So much so that Paul could say, “If any man is 

in Christ, he is a new creation ; the old has passed away; behold, the 

new has come.” (no mud bogging) But not only have you been washed… 

 

2. You were sanctified (11). This means that you were set apart, 

made distinct for God’s holy purposes. Throughout the course of life, 

we grow in sanctification. That is, we live increasingly pure lives as we 

grow in obedience and faith. But from the very moment that you 

were born again, the Spirit set you apart. He transferred you from the 

kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of Christ (Col 1:13). You are the 

citizen of a new kingdom. You have a new identity as a child of God, 

set apart for holy, godly living. But not only were you washed and 

sanctified… 

 

    3.  You were justified (11). You were acquitted. You were released 

from the charge and sentence of your sin because it was paid for by 

Christ. Justification is a legal term. It refers to the fact that when you 

                                                           
6 Titus 3:5; Eph 5:25-26; Heb 10:22; 2 Cor 5:17 

are born again your status is officially changed from guilty to not 

guilty—not because you are innocent but because justice was served. 

It means that God no longer holds his wrath and judgment against 

you because Christ fulfilled the law’s requirement of death for your 

sin. You are no longer under condemnation. Therefore, don’t go on 

living like those under condemnation. Live as a man/woman free from 

sin.  

 

As we prepare for the Lord’s table, I invite you to take some moments 

of quiet reflection—time to pray and ask the Lord to show you any 

attitudes or behaviors that betray your new identity in Christ. What in 

your life would stain what Christ has washed? The Lord has promised 

that those who confess and forsake their transgressions will receive 

compassion (Prov 28:13). Though your sins are as scarlet, you will be 

white as snow (Isa 1:18).  

 

But what if you have never been washed by the Spirit? Then the good 

news of the gospel is for you. God in His holiness has made a way for 

your sin to be crushed without crushing you. He sent Jesus, His Son, 

to die on the cross as a substitute, in your place. At the cross every 

ounce of God’s holy wrath and judgment was spent on His Son in 

payment for your sin. Out of love for you, Jesus bore everything 

necessary to satisfy God’s justice toward your sin. And when the 

Father saw that the payment was made in full, He raised His Son back 

to life and gave Him the authority to grant eternal life to all who trust 

and follow Him as Lord. When you take Jesus as your Lord and Savior, 

not only are you forgiven, you are washed and sanctified—made 

Holy. And the Holy Spirit makes His home in you to empower you to 

live a pure life that God is free to bless. If you do not repent and 

believe in Christ, you cannot inherit the kingdom of God, but if you do 

you will inherit all of God’s love and favor—for all eternity.  

 



I invite you now in the quietness of your heart to have an honest 

conversation with God, simply confessing, “Lord, I need you to rescue 

me from my sin and I am willing to follow you as Lord and Master of 

my life.”  

 

Communion:  

 Bread: 1 Cor 6:11 

  Cup: 1 John 3:21 – “Beloved, if our heart does not condemn  

    us, we have confidence before God.”  

 

 


